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Most Spanish speakers in North,

Central, and South America

pronounce both lland y as Iyl.

m SEE ALSO - -

Spanish Phonic Elements with Posit

Transfer to English, P. 62

ive

Spanish Letter/Sound System

rom a phonetic standpoint, Spanish is 2 much
simpler language chan English. There is 2 nearly
one-to-one correspondence between the 22
phonemes in the Spanish that is spoken in the
Americas and the 29 letters that represent these
sounds. One significant difference between Spanish and
English is the ease with which students are able to learn the
letter/sound correspondences of the five Spanish yowels. Each
vowel letter has a distinct and relatively consistent sound that
forms the nucleus of every syllable. The five vowels are catego
rized as open (/al), semi-open (lel, lo]), and closed (il lal),
depending on how wide the mouth is opened and the position
of the tongue and lips. Because of the grapheme/ phoneme
consistency and structural importance of vowels, beginning
Spanish readers are taught yowel letters and their correspond-
ing sounds before they are .ntroduced to consonant letters

and their sounds.

The phonetic variations of Spanish consonants are a chal-
lenge for many beginning readers. As the chart of Spanish
consonants later in this chapter shows the ¢ and g (like their
English counterparts) have both 2 “hard” and 2 “soft” sound
(e.g., cocind and gigane). In addition, the Spanish consonant
phonemes s/, Ibl, and [yl have more chan one spelling. Stu-
dents typically cake several years to master these contrasts,
drawing on visual memory specific to words or word families

(Moran and Calfee 1993)- Although the spelling of the con-

Spanish Letter/Sound System

son

o :?ltl liho;lemes Ik/, Igl, and /x/ varies, it follows predict-

e s that are governed by the vowel sound that follo
sonant phoneme. Therefore, students can be taugf?t,s

how to use syllabi
yllabic context
these sounds. xt to decode and spell words with

Spanish Vowels

Vowel Type Lette 51
r Phoneme* Ke
y Words Notes
Open
a /a/
ama, casa This is th
e short-o sound in fa
. ther and s
Semi-Open e -
/e/
edad, mesa This is the short-e sound in messy.**
o /o/
050, mono This is th
e long-o soundinn
o and old
Closed i |
| .
Ji/ . L
iba, nifa This is the long-e sound in machine
: !
/u/ uno isi
, duda This is the long-o0 sound in ruby and July.
y fi/

This is the long-e sound in city.

*Phonemes are re|
presented by phoneti i
ic symbols used in Spanish. **Commonly taught in U.S. sch
.S. schools as the long-a sound i
nd in weigh.
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Spanisb Letter/Sound System

i binations
spanish Vowel Com .
, e vowels that appear in different syllables.

distinct sounds.

There is a pause petween two

’ One open and one Seml-open, or two Sem‘ op ivesibrpesaanviansfesf Labbrianiibt aanppranaen p—ry

Hiatos Hiatos are two consecutlv
fato

e oa oe wsaarrssaneed ivareesaraibiprhsanTinE sarpriuasad

s: trae, real, leo, cree, toalla

sed
’ One open or Semi-open’ and one accented C|o riambdansd prasrnaasures yhspmpaaan hEE PURERCR Y

ia ie io Oa ﬁe ‘]0 al el Ol padimmmadnari® B o L L radarpna vesbsnabanansarreatd

A ’ o
Key words: dia, rio, acttio, pails, ey, |
t in the same syllable. |

Diptongos are tWo consecutive vowels that appea

o The sounds are blended together.

» One open or semi-open, and one closed

ia ie ....................................................

aunque, lluvia, cielo, cuando, puede

Key words: baile, voy,

» Two closed e —

en, and two closed

Triptongos

. . uau
Key words: apreciais, miau, averiguais, buey, 9

Spanish Letter/Sound System

Spanish Consonants

53

Letter Phoneme* Key Words Notes
b /b/ boca, baio
C /k/ cama, cosa, cuna Phoneme /k/ is spelled ¢ before a, 0, and v and
qgu before eand .
/s/ cena, cita
ch /ch/ chato, ocho
d /d/ deja, dos Similar to /th/ between vowels (nada) and at
the end of words (pared)
f /f/ fiesta, fecha
g /q/ gato, guerra, guia Hard g before a, o, ue, ui
/x/ giro, gente Spanish phoneme /x/ is a guttural sound,
similar to English /h/.
h silent hijo, hermano
/x/ jabén, rojo, jugo Spanish phoneme /x/ is spelled j before g, o,
dije, jinete and u. It can be spelled jor g before e and i.
(See note for phoneme /x/ spelled x.)
/1 loma, malo
/y/ llama, pollo Although /l and y represent two distinct
phonemes, most Spanish speakers say both /y/.
/m/ mas, ama
/n/ nido, una
/a/ ano, nifo Phoneme /f/ has a sound similar to that of the

letters ni in the English word onion.

plified system of phonetic symbols has been used to represent the sounds of ¢h, /l, /i, rr, and y.

7. STRUCTURE OF ENGLISH 2
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Spanish Letter/Sound System

Spanish Consonants

Letter Phoneme™ Key Words

o] /e/ papa, pera

For /kw/ sound in Spanish, cu + vowel

q Ik/ queso, quita
More forcibly rolled than English It/

54

r /r/ oro, cara
fre/ rosa, alrededor, Initial r has /rr/ sound, as does r after /, n, ors.
barro When phoneme /rr/ occurs between two vowels,

it is spelled rr

owed by

Similar to the s of cause when foll

3 /sl sapo, silla, mesa
b,d gl mn
t /t/ ta, todo, pata Softer than English /t/
v /b/ vaca, oveja There is no Spanish phoneme vl
X /sl xiléfono The letter x can be pronounced four
different ways.
Ix/ México
/gs/ excavar

y /y/! yema, Yo

z /s/ zapato, paz

k Ik/ kilogramo, kiosco Only appears in words of foreign origin
W Joo/or/b/ wat, water Only appears in words of foreign origin

*A simplified system of phonetic symbols has been used to represent the sounds of ch, I, A, 1, andy.

Spanish Letter/Sound System

Spanish Consonant Blends

Sounds i
Spelling  Key Words Sound
s Spellin
- - g Key Words
brazo, abrigo /bl/ bl bl
- - usa, habla
2 crema, crudo /cl/ cl |
- d clase, aclara
z ' :
2 drama, dragén a /f1/ fl f
wd
: . - o i laco, flores
, . ofrece - /9l/ gl
x L . ' = globo, glaciar
gris, agregar u /pl/ pl I
= plancha, pluma
| pr i
| primo, aprende /tl/ tl
i = - nahautl, tlacuache

traigo, atras

Spanish Consonant Digraphs

Key Words

gu “ ﬁ
K V
l -

Notes

}
(W 4,{"““

i

( m g
3, §| M{ \\M

i

Us
ually taught as part of the Spanish alphabet

Phoneme Spelling
/ch/ ch
W I
/rr/ rr

llama, calle

Us
ually taught as part of the Spanish alphabet

perro, barril

i
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m sEF ALso .

General Sequence for Teaching Phonic
Elements, p. 178, for information
about the English sound/spelling

sequence

Spanish sound/Spelling
Sequence

xplicit Spanish phonics \nstruction has been
shown to improve Spanish—speaking students’
reading achievement .1 both Spanish and English
(Carrillo 19945 Durgunoglu, Nagy, and Hancin-
Bhatt 1993)- Although there is no “set in stone”
sequence for teaching Spanish sound/spelling relationships,

the following are some general guidelines:

« Unlike phonics instruction in English, Spanish phonics
instruction should begin with the five vowels.

« Tnstruction should progress from simple to more complex

Spanish Sound/Spelling Sequence

In additi
ion, stu I
0 addi Co;l t dents should receive systematic instruction that
stant revi iti
b threwcw and repetition of sound/spelling rela
. l . . - i
th these guidelines in mind, the following ch
art

presents a possi
possible sequence of Spanish phonics instructio
n.

Suggested Spanish Sound/Spelling Sequence

Vowels
Initial vowel

0,3,i,u,e

Consonants and
Open syllabl i
Consonant Digra i
e m, s, p. t, c (/k/), n, b, L, f, r (initi
,n, b, I f, r(initial) & rr,

g (/g9/),d, v, ch, i, j, I, r (medial),

c(/s/), g(/x/),y,q,gu+eori({/g/),
z, h, glie & gui, k, x, w

CI i
’ Py 1y 2, M, £

sounds. Consonant sounds should be raught before digraphs
(ch, Il, 1), blends (¢, > bl, pl, etc.), and vowel combinations
(hiatos and diptongos)-

« Consonants should be taught in combination with vowels
so that students can apply what they learn to decodable text.
Instruction should begin with the consonants that are most

useful in generating and decoding Spanish words.

« The sequence of .nstruction should stagger consonant sounds

to vary the type of articulation:
_Bilabial (/p/, Ib/; /m/)

_ Labiodental (/f/)

_ Dental (/t/, /d))

- Alveolar (/s/, Inl, I\, I, [rt])
_ Palatal (/ch/, I8/, Iyl

_Velar (k/, /x/, Igl)

Vowel Combinations

Conso
. nant Blends Open syllables with

cr, pr, tr, br, gr, fr, bl, cl, fl, pl

Closed syllab i
yllables with cr, pr, tr, br, gr, fr, bl, cl, fl, pl

Hiatos
ae, ea, ee, €0

DI h i 0,ad & ay, O
p thongS n Open Sy||ab|eS ia |e ua, ue ui & u i
15, ' [ Y, 10, i y: y

Diphthongs in closed syllables ie, ua, ue

WORD STRUC
3 TURE
STRUCTURE OF ENGLISH

2. STRUCTURE OF SPANISH
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Spanish Syllable Types and Patterns

Spanish Syllable Types

| Spanish Syllable Types
l‘ and Patterns

Syllable Type Definition
Key Words

Open
An open syllable ends in a vowel

in i
S;')amsh, most syllables are open and
begin with a consonant.

la o

, de, ojo, hilo, sopa, corre, abeja
i ’
bonito, muchacho, graciosa

..f:
?«i 58 [D sEE ALSO . - - panish is in many respects a syllabic language: the
?:'w Syliables, p. 36, for information about ipolfen 1ang,-ua.ge 1.5 btk R relatlvcly. ] B! gtosed A closed syllable ends in
| . ection of distincuve syllables, and the printed lan- a consonant. Bl ve kB anilarbol 50
| English syllable types and patterns guage 1s easily decoded syllable by syllable (Moran Baraasy PUEnte; COml tambor, saltan,
q and Calfee 1993). The vast majority of Spanish el
syllables fall into two categories: open CV (55.94 percent) and <oanich
closed CVC (20.16 percent) (Guirao and Manrique 1972)- — el Stk Fendeaiis (el MIERE i [emei: eermsmy
'f Pattern Division o
| In Spanish, the guiding principle in syllable Jivision is to make ipeds
1? syllables end in a vowel as far as possible, so 2 single consonant &Y cv/C somsmnal
| berween vowels is joined to the vowel or vowels that follow: B >
caslasbarza. The digraphs ch, Il, rr are considered single con- cverc ven sder, tor-men - tas
J sonants and never separated: casrresterd. Prepositional prefixes y
\ form separate syllables, except when the prefix is followed by /cv, v u-va, escha, ti-o, le-a
s + a consonant: conssuletar Vs. consetantie. Vowels forming a cev/c
¢ not be separated: llyevia. Hiatos cev/cc ';'rao’ Ss; glo - bos
* ble-ma

diphthong or triphthong mus
as well as diphthongs and triphthongs that are dissolved by an
lables: leser and di*a. The liquids

accent mark form separatc sy
[ and r when preceded by any consonant other than s are not
separated from that consonant unless the consonant is part of

a prefix: gebraszo vs. suberasyar. Two separate consonants stand-

':.
ing between vowels are divided: pro7e20-

VvC/C

use+ted, arebol, im-por-tan-tes

ccve
/C gran*de, cris ¢ tal

VCC/CC
vCC/C

R

abs e trac * to

ins e pi°rar

cvce/c

e e

C . L]
ons-tan-te, persepeceticva

e S ——

Ccvcc/c

trans ¢ for e mar

I. WORD STRUCTURE
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English/Spanish Language Differences

EnglishISpanish Language
Differences

English/Spanish Language Differences

Final

Because Spanish words do not usually end with final consonant blends, English words that do may
Consonant cause confusion in spelling. Students will generally pronounce the first consonant and not the
Blends second. The most common combinations that can create difficulties are ng, nd, st, nk, mp, nt, ft, and rl.

g&j

In Spanish, g before e or i, and j represent a strong guttural sound with no equivalent in English.
The English h has a sound that most closely approximates the Spanish consonant sound /x/.

Students may pronounce words such as general as heneral, giraffe as hiraffe, and juvenile as huvenile.
These pronunciation differences can lead to spelling confusion.

‘ ! l he following chart identifies importan}: difﬁer—
. . o
e ences between English and Spamsh' ;;1 onoakiiy
and orthography. Teachers of Spanish-speaxing

. 5 cer
students can use this information t0 bet

Pronunciation of English and Spanish

h
Letter Names, p.85

The only silent letter in Spanish is h. Students may not write the letter h in the initial position of
(initial position) words and may not pronounce it when reading.

{ ce in both read-
understand students performan

g

¢ k In Spanish, the letter k is found only in words of foreign origin and may, therefore, be unfamiliar to
It of a stu dent corrCCtl}’ applying the rules students. They may use the letter ¢ or qu followed by e or i to write the sound for the letter k.
error is a result 0 dentify differences
, ith the student to
Spamsh, they can work w d thereby build on the Plurals
between the two language systems and t
€

y t plo' wunciation and Spe"Ing 1()]’ Spanlsh

speaking students. First, the pronunciation of the final s in English varies. It can have the /s/

sound of books or the /z/ sound of stores. Second, students may have problems writing the plurals of
English words ending in consonants, as most take —s and not —es as is the case in Spanish.

. age Differences The /kw/ sound in the English word question is always written cu plus a vowel in Spanish. The letter g
English/SPamsh Languag ound, like the letter bin balloon. Therefore, e i el or vt s riencu s
i nounced with the same s ,

in Spanish b and v are pro ‘ .

b lling words with thele
blems speling
students may have pro
i d of the letter s in sent:
Spanish the following letters have the same sound, like the soun

In Spant

¢, sz

There are no Spanish words that begin with s-blends. A vowel always precedes consonant clusters

with s, so Spanish-speaking students may add the sound of the letter e (/a/) when they pronounce
words that begin with sc, sk, sl sm, sn, sp, sq, st, or sw.

Students l“ay be cor ||u5ed VVhe“ Spe“" |g VVO|dS Wlth a“y Ol t‘ ese t‘ wree |ette|s-

l S
Cll & sh ”le S“ d‘gla h dOES “Ot eXIS[ m S alllSh ”|8|e|0|e Studel 1ts ma IOIIOUHCe S‘) as/s a“d ha“e
y ! N
d|”|CU|W Spe““‘g wor ds W“th s‘ ), pOSS|b| SUbSt tun“g C“ lhe C“ cor ISOllallt dlglaph 1S Usua"y taught
as pal t 01 the Spal ||Sh a‘phabet- |t haS t‘ e /Ch/ SOuf |d in Cheese.

The th digraph does not exist in Spanish spoken in the Americas. Students may pronounce th as d
since its sound is similar to the soft d in Spanish. For example, that might become dat.

In Spanish, vowels have a single and relatively invariable sound:

*a asinspa  -e asin weigh
like
cc—pronounced
ts in Spanish where both letters aré pronounced are p
nan
The only double conso
Double

i asinmarine  +0 asinopen  -u asintune

Spanish-speaking students may have trouble with the various English vowel sounds and vowel
combinations, substituting them with Spanish vowel sounds and combinations.

e they repré-
i e consonants becaus
t—and nn.n Spanish I/ and rrare not considered doubl
/ks/ in accent— .
Consonants

il.
ifficult to read and spe
d. English words containing double consonants may be diffi
sent a single souna.

The letter w and the digraph wh do not exist in Spanish, except in words of foreign origin. The pronun-
he
i ecially when —ed has t
i d of —ed in past-tense verbs may be confusing, esp y
-ed The variations In the soun

ciation of the letter w depends on the language the word comes from and is either the /co/ or /b/

sound. This may cause confusion in spelling. In addition, students may pronounce and write wh as w.

soft-t sound asin wrapped.

I. WORD STRUCTURE
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Spanish/English Cross-Language Transfer

Spani Sh I Eng“sh . nsfer to cause difficulties for students who are transitioning from
elra
Cross-Languag

reading in Spanish to reading in English. Teachers can use
the following chart to identify these elements with “negative
l

Certain features of the Spanish letter/sound system are likely

transfer” and help students understand the differences between

the English sound/spelling system that don’t exist in Spanish. ;
- The second chart lists the phonic elements that have no coun- ¢
6 number of important skillls. Even beiistiiflti Sij?fl:: terparts in Spanish and thus have “zero transfer.”
1‘ readers have learned that letters represert &7 idual |
-‘L . aking ELLs soundS Can_ be blendeg l:::sr;‘;ir;:ndes a strong foun- » g before e and j, and j represent the guttural sound /x/, similar to English /h/.
;|I For those spanls!\-spe. irst than being a deficit, hteriilCY 1n P » his asilent letter.
:'-, who are litgrate in thm,r ' . dation for leaming Enghsh phonlCS- » Il is a consonant digraph, usually taught as part of the Spanish alphabet. Most Spanish speakers pronounce // as /y/.
| janguage, much of their native lish phonics, » que and qui are pronounced /k/, never /kw/.
t} language reading skills c.al‘lt:: As teachers introduce Spanis};)readfe;l :;iEcne%eieftS chat are » rr is a consonant digraph that represents the forcibly rolled phoneme /rr/.
applied to their reading in ona large number O ] . » v is pronounced /b/.
s:cond language. f:};z’ls:ndtrzvgoth langguages. The following chart lists these VY ST
sound/spelling pattetn®: et A S
il common a represents the short-o sound in watch and father.
j o T T R S R
| B o Tt o Enle R
| Spanish Phonic e /ch/ spelled ch #;frepresents the long-o sound in no, old, rose.
r PR wm’/ e e o e —————— AR A ey
,_’—’“:l—d’// l/_speLedn———/ _’m English Phonic Elements with Zero Transfer from Spanish**
——/isfi/_ o spelled p % Il short vowels and schwa
IJ 1§/ spelled f // 16/ spelled 0 ng vowels with silent e
Rt S T e g /s/ spelled s and cince: ¢! e e e E ; : :
, g/ spelled gin ga. go, gu —//" 1o/ spelled u 9 vowel digraphs and double vowels (except the diphthongs oy and oi)
! ___// /t/ spelled t . 5 pelled jand g in words like jump, giant, and cage
:f, w // diphthong /oi/ spelled oi, 0¥ elled k (In Spanish, the letter k only appears in a small number of borrowed words.)
-,"I e spe“ed cin ca, co, €U ﬂeﬂl[ﬁii’// 4 . _tter wonly appears in Spanish in a limited number of borrowed words and is pronounced /b/ or /00/.)
t R iy = b= = S YT {/ spelled v
f_'i /1/ spelled ! et a
| am—

i ages.
*gound/speling patterns aré the same in both languag

s sh, th, wh, ph, gh, -ng
s

|
|
|
'é

__: in final position (A limited number of consonants can appear at the end of Spanish words: n, s, |, m, 1, x, t, d, z, j.)
Nsonant blends

tter consonant blends

 CoIrespondences are different. **Sound/spelling patterns do not exist in Spanish.
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English/Spanish Cognates

English/Spanish Cognates

I II S aIIIS|I CO nates S el ed Id me

|
|
i
| English Spanish
English Spanish
q accident ; English
ac glis .
-il cidente distance distanci Spanish
{ active . la part
| activo/activa iy parte
| e iscrimination discriminacién perfect
| . c
64 COGNATES ognates are words in two languages that share adulto/adulta family familia perfecto/perfecta
i . . . . . . adV
| words in two languages that a similar Spcnmg, pronunc1at10n, and meaning. il adventura oo Piaas! planeta
<hare a similar spelling, pro- Students often can draw on their knowledge of artist artista : favorito/favorita  plant planta
) i . . . utur
nunc]at‘on' and mean‘ng Words in thelr nathC 1anguag€ to ﬁgure out dle brilliant brill 5 futuro plate
{ . . . rillant .
meanings of cognates 18 English. Because of ¢ history historia plate
! . . cause i
| their common Latin and Greek roots; as well as the close con- I'I causa Tt Belics policia
. . . i import
FALSE COGNATES nections between English and the Romance languages English |'| class clase portante program orogram
i . . . i insect . a
pairs of words that ar€ and Spanish share large number of cognate pairs. English/ '. cognate p nsecto possible
. . . . . cognado osibl
* spelled the same of nearly Spanish cognates fall into several different categorics: cognates | map mapa posi®
) . . . culture restaur.
the same in two [anguage> that are spelled identically, cognates that are spelled nearly the cultura I : ant restaurante
q minuto
but do not share the same same, cognates that ar pronounced nearly the same and false et diferente N temperature temperatura
- . . usic L
meaning cognates. False cognates are pairs of words that are spelled iden- dinosaur dinosaurio mestea S tomato ¢
| . . N omate
.«, tically or nearly the same in two languages but do not share the _
same meaning.
English/Spanish Cognates Spelled identically
English Spanish English Spanish English Spanish
English/Spani
panish
] accidental accidental confusion confusion hotel hotel Cognates Pronounced Nearly the S
1 English . ame
' animal animal coyote coyote idea idea Spanish English s
baby panish Enali
. lish R
area area director director metal metal bebé equal ] 2 Spanish
1 .cycle bici Igual north
| panana banana doctor doctor natural natural icicleta i norte
| B o famoso/famosa object
banjo banjo extra extra piano piano T usa fruit objeto
.! fruta park
: cable cable flexible flexible radio radio brisa group parque
| grupoe peac
| : . A L. e
| cafeteria cafeterfa gas gas television television costa Rour R paz
ora
. route
cereal cereal honor honor terrible terrible comun interestin . ruta
p 9 interesante surpris
i e
chocolate chocolate hospital hospital triple triple esierto leader Iid sorpresa
// aer
difici tele hOn .
color color ificil Ve - AT teléfono
= n

U s
STRUCTURE OF ENGLISH
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English/Spanish Cognates

English/Spanish False Cognates

English Spanish English spanish

actual actual (current) camp campo (countryside)

arena arena (sand) embarrassed embarazada (pregnant)

mayor mayor (older) exit éxito (success)

once once (eleven) fabric fabrica (factory)

pan pan (bread) football fatbol (soccer) SECTION 11

papa papa (potato) lecture lectura (reading)

pie pie (foot) rare raro (odd) E ®

pretender pretender (to try) rope ropa (clothing) a r y I t e ra c
red red (net) soap sopa (soup) y
sensible sensible (sensitive) vase vaso (drinking glass)

\___,———/ spelled \dentically /“\ \__—/ spelled Nearly the S5ame /—\

NTC's Dictionary of Spanish
Cognates Thematically Organized
(1999) by Rose Nash. New York:
McGraw-HiIl.

NTC'’s Dictionary of Spanish False
Cognates (1996) by Marcial
prado. New York: McGraw-Hill.

Pan (sPanish)

CHAPTER 3

Print Awareness

CHAPTER 4

Letter Knowledge

CHAPTER 5

Phonological Awareness




